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Lobbying Compliance Handbook Released with New Information on GAO Audits, Executive Branch
Lobbying
Bethesda, Md. (July 15, 2009) – Lobbyists.info is pleased to announce the publication of the 2009 edition
of the Lobbying Compliance Handbook: A Practitioner’s Guide in the Age of HLOGA. Written by lobbying
and campaign finance expert Cleta Mitchell, the latest version contains new information regarding
President Obama’s executive order on ethics as it relates to lobbyists and the process of a GAO audit.
The 2009 edition of The Lobbying Compliance Handbook also incorporates the updates that were
provided to subscribers throughout the year. These updates included information on filing the LD-203,
the bundling regulations provided by the Federal Election Commission and the restrictions on lobbying
the executive branch related to stimulus funding.
Additionally, a new chapter is provided that expands on the audits that the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) conducts on compliance with the Lobbying Disclosure Act (LDA) and the
Honest Leadership and Open Government Act (HLOGA). The chapter describes the GAO’s auditing
process, tips for recordkeeping and documentation, and a case study that describes how an organization
prepared for and handled the audit.
Another new chapter includes information on the changes the Obama administration has made
regarding lobbying the executive branch. Specifically, it describes the lobbyist gift ban for political
appointees and the restrictions in place for lobbyists wishing to enter the administration.
In addition to these new chapters, The Lobbying Compliance Handbook contains information on the
following:
• Details on when registration is required for lobbyists, as well as the information needing to be
disclosed as part of their LD-2 and LD-203 filings
• Key aspects of compliance and documentation systems for all of the lobbying disclosure forms
• A lobbyist’s guide to providing permissible meals and gifts under HLOGA and the House and
Senate gift rules
• A step-by-step guide to obtaining approval for providing travel to a congressional member or
staffer
Sample forms and checklists are also provided for lobbyists to track the time and expenses for the LD2 filing and campaign contributions and other reportable payments on the LD-203.

The table of contents and more information on The Lobbying Compliance Handbook is available at
http://www.lobbyists.info/ProductDetail/the-19-0-24/Lobbying_Compliance_HLOGA_Handbook. The
Lobbying Compliance Handbook is currently on sale for $489 and includes important updates sent
throughout the year to subscribers.
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